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More Than Just a Pretty Facet

The trait that makes colored gemstones so appealing is their
storytelling opportunity. Most of them are sourced in remote
parts of the world, often at great peril to the gem hunter. Political
hot-spots and treacherous accessibility near mining regions
contribute to the overall risky climate involved with their harvest.

Such is the situation with the glamorous bicolor ametrine
quartz. Gem fans love yellow. But they like purple too. Having
both colors on the same stone doubles its appeal. Yellow quartz
is citrine, while purple quartz is called amethyst. Each of these
crystal varieties individually are often found in the same location.
The secret to the bicolor miracle formation lays in differing
oxidation states within the crystal. While the crystal is being
formed, temperature variations across the crystal will produce
this two toned wonder.

Award-Winning 67.92 ct Nebula™ Cut Untreated Bolivian Ametrine by John Dyer

Distinct geology plays a big role in mineral formation.
Bolivia produces the world’s entire supply of ametrine, (also
called bolivianite) from a southeastern locale — the Anahi mine.
The precise terrain with its dolomitic limestone creates the
perfect storm for multi-color occurrences in the same crystal.

That’s all well and good for rock hounds and mineralogists,
but collectors crave more romantic folk-lore from gemstones
found eons before modern jewelry lovers laid hold of them.
Ametrine delivers on that count.

Local legends claim the Anahi mine had been known since
the 17" century when a lucky Spanish conquistador snagged the
mine as a dowry by marrying a tribal princess. The conquistador
— groom later introduced the bicolor treat to the Spanish Queen
upon his return to Europe.

Commercially, this mine has only been in operation since the
late 20th century however. And that’s just fine with modern day
fans and imaginative gem artists.

Celebrated gemstone cutter John Dyer’s exciting Nebula™
cut Bolivian ametrine took 2™ Place in Innovative Faceting at
AGTA’s 2015 Cutting Edge Awards. Sharing his viewpoint Dyer
remarked, ‘It is the probably the coolest of the gems of mine that
won . . . this one has a very unusual look.”

Ametrine’s unique bicolor appearance already makes for a

showy piece. But Dyer thought outside the box, actually way
outside the universe, when he made his ametrine design. “It is
my Nebula™ cut,” Dyer explains, “named for the clouds in
space which often appear in spiral form. They are exceptionally
beautiful in photographs coming from the Hubble telescope.”

Dyer drew his initial inspiration for the particular cut from
the shape of the rough, he says, exploiting “the natural bicolor
in the rough that divides it nicely down the middle.”

Working with the stone’s distinct color separations, Dyer
explains “This allowed me to locate the center and the division
of the double swirl pattern right at the junction of the two
colors. The effect was achieved using carefully placed carved
bubbles and micro grooves combined with smooth polished
surfaces that could be termed as a “convex facet” along with a
buff top style crown.’

Your customers want a great story so they can become
devoted to their gemstone of choice. Bolivian ametrine provides
that element of intrigue and dazzling visual appeal. Add an
extra layer of attraction from creative cuts from artists like Dyer
and the stone becomes a magnet for collectors.

Special Report: Honest Diamond Grading
Rapaport Calls for End to Over-Grading

Cites Threat to Industry. Calls for Full Disclosure to
Consumers.

Martin Rapaport has released a comprehensive editorial
entitled “Honest Grading” that discloses the systematic
over-grading of over one hundred thousand diamonds, valued
at more than a billion dollars. Rapaport calls upon the legitimate
jewelry trade to reject those selling over-graded diamonds that
fool consumers into believing they are getting better diamonds
than they are receiving.

The article declares that it is an unfair trade practice to
grade diamonds using Gemological Institute of America (GIA)
grading terminology while applying alternative standards that
overgrade the diamonds. It insists that suppliers be held
responsible for what they sell and provide full refunds in the
event that diamonds re-graded by the GIA are more than one
color or one clarity below the grade indicated when sold.

“The Rapaport Group is opposed to the misrepresentation
of diamond quality. The over-grading of diamonds is an unfair
practice that hurts consumers as it destroys the legitimacy of the
diamond trade.

“Retailers who sell over-graded diamonds with GIA
terminology and non-GIA grading standards are at great risk.
When consumers try to re-sell their diamonds or send them to
the GIA for re-grading and discover significant quality
differences, there will be hell to pay.

“Consumers must be warned not to trust misleading
diamond grading reports and those that sell them. Suppliers
must be held responsible for the quality of the diamonds they
sell. The diamond trade must prioritize the protection of
consumers above profits,” said Martin Rapaport, Chairman of
the Rapaport Group.

[Members who receive their Bulletins electronically received a
PDF of the full article on this topic by Rapaport.— Editor]



